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Ned Kelly, outlaw and rock god 
Students from 12 Melbourne schools will perform Ned Kelly: 
The Musical in Italy this month. 
 
Children with untreated speech problems ‘do poorly at 
school’ 
A study has found that children with speech difficulties that are 
not addressed before they start schools face a higher risk of 
being bullied and falling behind. 
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Childcare staff join pay race with $2bn pitch 
Childcare workers are demanding a 30 per cent pay rise that 
would cost taxpayers $2.2 billion a year, escalating a wages 
breakout in the low-paid service sector. 
 
Foreign students vital to system 
International students contributed nearly $3.8 billion to 
Australian universities last year, effectively propping up the 
higher-education system. 
 
US unis may struggle with Chinese wave 
How US education responds to its new magnetism will be 
fascinating to watch – writes Jeffrey Smart. 
 
Preparing well for globalised world 
The sector has changed in recent years and for the better – 
writes John Ross. 
 
Demand will drive Chinese our way 
Despite the recent downturn, the number of Chinese students 
studying in Australia is set to rise substantially. 
 
Japanese look abroad to boost international appeal 
Japan's universities – assailed by claims they have failed to 
cope with globalisation – are moving to boost their international 
competitiveness and appeal. 
 
Base funding review expected to result in drip-feed 
Tertiary Education Minister Chris Evans has signalled that the 
government's eventual response to the base funding review will 
likely be a series of measures implemented across time. 
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Independent overview of learning, teaching 
The defunct Australian Learning and Teaching Council will be 
replaced by a new Sydney-based Office for Learning and 
Teaching. 
 
The quick brown fox jumps over the test 
Speed is of the essence in a new English vocabulary exam – 
writes Bernard Lane. 
 
Call to privatise TAFEs amid student falls 
Victoria should consider privatising its TAFEs to free up their 
operations, according to a report from the state’s regulatory 
advisory agency. 
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VCE exam fiasco 
Students from a Melbourne school studied the wrong text for a 
VCE exam. 
 
Feel out pain and stay alive 
Heartbroken family and friends of people killed on the roads 
want to talk to young people as part of compulsory driver 
education in schools. 
 
Fee rise fear for daycare 
(See The Australian, pg. 1). 
 
Hot topic 
Three letters. 
 
Respect begins in the home 
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